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Fulbright sends Smith to
Germany to teach English
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

_______________________

Convocation speaker Bill Viola gives commentary on the video “Three Women” in Memorial Chapel.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

Bill Viola offers metaphysical experience
Laura Udelson

Associate. News Editor

______________________

World-renowned video artist Bill Viola came to Lawrence
to present his early work and
to speak for the Convocation
on Tuesday, April 16. In the
Convocation and video screenings, Viola discussed reoccurring
themes, inspirations, challenges
in early video making and his creative process.
Viola’s work was presented
in a three-day video program in
the Wriston Auditorium. These
works spanned from the late ‘70s
to late ‘80s, at the time of video
art’s blossoming. The three video
screenings each fit into a theme
of “vision as reception,” “vision
as reflection” and “vision as pro-

On Tuesday, April 2, senior
Mary Kate Smith found out that she
had been awarded the Fulbright
English Teaching Assistant grant
to Germany.
As a student majoring in
German, violin performance and
music education, Smith will teach
English for about fifteen hours a
week in a local middle school or
high school in Germany. At the
same time, Smith is required to do
outside projects that engage the
community. Smith plans to include
her interest in music, perhaps
working in a music school.
Smith is excited to spend
more time abroad and looks forward to meeting German people.
She hopes to help those who are
learning English feel more interested and engaged by sharing her
own culture and by encouraging
them to go abroad.
According to Smith, “I feel like
I am given a tremendous opportunity to go abroad and I really want
to make the best of that time, to
give back as much as I can because
I have learned so much from the
time I have already been abroad.”
She added, “I hope I can live up to
the name of ‘Fulbright’.”
Smith feels this experience
will be beneficial for personal
growth as a German speaker and
as a teacher. “It is very important
for students of all countries to
go to other countries and get to
know other cultures, and also for
students within their cultures to
have people from other cultures

come and learn the language,” said
Smith.
Smith already has great
familiarity with Germany, particularly with the city of Berlin. After
her graduation from high school,
Smith spent her gap year in an
exchange program in Berlin. At
Lawrence, Smith took the class
“Berlin: Experiencing a Great City,”
and at the end of that class spent
two weeks in the city. For Smith,
Berlin is her second home.
According
to
German
Professor Brent Peterson, who has
had Smith as a student in many
classes, there are Fulbright awards
for students and for faculty. Those
who apply for Fulbright grants
for research projects can apply
in any academic discipline, but
the Fulbright grants for English
teaching assistantships (ETAs)
specifically involve education. Any
research opportunities must be
sought out independently.
Peterson was on the National
Selection Committee for the
Fulbright Grants for several years
and considers the award to be
competitive. He described Smith
as a “team player” and an “incredibly reliable” person. Peterson
said, “She [Smith] has very good
language skills, but she is also
a really intelligent reader. She is
able to go into a German text and
see what is really there.” He commented, “That is a skill that goes
beyond just language skills.”
According to Peterson, “I
think any school that gets her
will be really fortunate...just like
[when] she comes back [and]
teaches music at some school in
the United States, those would be
the fortunate people.”

jection.” A question-and-answer
session with Bill Viola and Kira
Perov, executive director of the
Bill Viola studio, took place after
each screening.
In his videos, Viola deals with
concepts of self-knowledge, the
connection of art and technology, life and death and vision and
intangibility. His videos incorporate a variety of earthly elements
and are known for their use of
water.
In the discussions and in
the convocation, Viola discussed
technology as a medium of artistic expression. “Art and technology have always been with human
beings since the origin of time,
and right now we’re in a privileged position to gather all of the
incredible stuff together and go
forward with it,” said Viola.
According to Associate

Professor of Art History Elizabeth
Carlson, “Through technology,
which we see as something as
cold and impersonal and not
human, he tries to—as he would
say, and has said many times since
he has been here in conversations
with me—is ‘reach the soul’ and
try to create this metaphysical
experience through technology.”
Viola also discussed how
much of his work attempts to find
meaning and essence under what
is visually apparent. “What we see
here on this earth, at this moment,
in this physical world, is just the
first layer, and there is something
underneath that layer and there’s
something underneath that layer,”
said Viola.
Viola’s visit to campus has
been a collaboration between

it Long Island mansion of Grey
Gardens for over 50 years before
facing the threat of eviction in
1972. With only themselves, 52
cats, raccoons and fleas to keep
them company, they were seen as
fallen aristocracy and a fascination to the rest of the world.
Fifth year senior Ally Kunath
directed “Grey Gardens” as her
final project and SPAMALU production. After seeing Christine
Ebersole (Little Edie) perform at
the 2007 Tony Awards, Kunath
says she was “entranced.”
“What appealed to me about
‘Grey Gardens’ was that it keeps
coming back for some reason,”
Kunath stated. “I think it’s a really
important story that not a lot of
people know about. More people
should know about it, and that’s
part of the reason why I proposed
it to SPAMALU.”
The opportunity to really

dig into a historical character is
another reason Kunath chose the
show. “There haven’t been many
opportunities here [at Lawrence]
to really research a role, and I
think that this provided a different
outlet for that.” Kunath commented that “documentary theater is a
completely different animal.”
The
close
connection
between mother and daughter
is another aspect that fascinated
Kunath. The musical focuses on
the unique connection between
Little and Big Edie and why they
stayed by each other’s sides while
much of their close family abandoned them. Kunath commented,
“It’s a very dysfunctional relationship, but the whole idea of
a mother-daughter love story as
opposed to a romantic love story
getting the emphasis in a musical
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Student-produced musical Grey Gardens humors audience
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

______________________

Tony award-winning musical “Grey Gardens,” produced by
SPAMALU, opened Friday, April
12 in the Cloak Theater. Based on
the true story of Jackie Onassis’
wealthy aunt Edith Bouvier Beale
and cousin of the same name,
“Grey Gardens” follows this mother and daughter from their life of
aristocracy to isolation and nearpoverty in their own mansion.
Based on the 1976 documentary “Grey Gardens,” the show
premiered on Broadway in 2006
and has since become an HBO
film starring Drew Barrymore and
Jessica Lange.
“Big Edie” and “Little Edie,”
as they were known to the world,
lived in their increasingly decrep-
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Junior Sadie Lancrete as “Big Edie” in the most recent SPAMALU production.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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Lawrence vegetarians and vegans unite in LUVV
Rose Nelson

Staff Writer

______________________

The
revived
Lawrence
University Vegan and Vegetarian
Club met for the first time on
Thursday, April 11 in the McCarthy
Co-op.
The meeting consisted of welcoming new members, discussing
Earth Week events and relating
vegan and vegetarian issues. This
particular discussion concerned
an article about wolf overpopulation and the different perspectives
regarding this issue. The topics
and articles for discussion will be
provided by club members as the
club progresses. The meeting concluded with each member sharing
the best part of his or her week.
A rather spontaneous addition to the meeting occurred when
some group members announced
their beginning attempt to go
from being vegetarian to vegan
for a month. Within a few minutes most members had paired up
with the intention of being “vegan
buddies.” This led to a discussion

Convocation
continued from page 1

Carlson and Chris Zimmerman
‘96 since January of 2012.
Zimmerman had presented an
identical program of Viola’s early
work in Cyprus at an experimental film festival called “Images and
Views of Alternative Cinema.”
“I was involved in this film
festival and I thought this would
be cool to present Bill’s work, but
because it’s a film festival, we can’t
do installations…so I was thinking, let’s look at the early single
channel work because they are
meant to be experienced in a cinematic context,” said Zimmerman.
In his discussions, Viola
commented on the differences
between video art and film. He
described video as being more
similar to sound because of its
continuous quality.
Carlson commented on the
blurry line that Viola creates
between film and video: “I think

Grey Gardens
continued from page 1

is so rare.”
The acting challenges presented to the cast and Kunath
were new. Act I takes place in the
rich aristocracy of the 1940s, and
Act II takes place in their decaying
home around 1972. Also, Little
Edie changes from being played
by junior Maire Clement to junior
Sadie Lancrete while the character of Big Edie played by Lancrete
switches to freshman Catherine
Bentley. Kunath said her biggest
directing and acting challenge
was “striving for continuity and
keeping an audience engaged
with a completely new story.”
Kunath was focused on how
to keep an audience who may not
have prior knowledge engaged in
the show. Sophomore Joe Bazydlo,
was one such audience member. “I
went in with a completely different perception of what the show
might be,” Bazydlo commented. “I
thought it was going to be a drama
and a sad, teary show, but it ended
up being a comedy. It was funny
and really clever.”

regarding the validity of honey in
a vegan diet.
LUVV previously existed on
campus from 2004 to 2006. It
is currently being restarted by
sophomore Bridget Shumann in
the hopes of encouraging a comfortable environment for campus
vegans and vegetarians, educating the Lawrence community and
beginning to take food related
action for the world.
“I decided to found this club
because I wanted a community of
people like myself to feel comfortable and empowered being who
they are,” said Shumann.
She expressed concern over
those who do not understand the
vegan or vegetarian lifestyle by
assuming that vegans or vegetarians are “radical,” “elitist” or “only
on a diet.” Part of the short term
goal of the club is to strengthen
the vegan and vegetarian community on campus as well as to
educate those who do not fully
understand vegan and vegetarian
lifestyles.
To found the club, Shumann
discussed the concept with many
members of the Lawrence com-

that he’s pushed that line between
video, art and film…and I find that
line to be really interesting. One
is appropriate to be taught in art
history class and one is not, and
where does that go?” said Carlson.
Freshman and art history
major Cooper Henkel attended
the Convocation and each of the
video screenings. Henkel said
“[Viola’s] talk acted as a definite,
perhaps more human, extension
of his Wriston screenings. From
these experiences [I] have gleaned
a small—but precious—piece of
Viola’s appreciation for life and all
its interconnectedness.”
Carlson describes Viola’s
newer installations as “phenomenalogic,” meaning that they are a
physical rather than retinal experience for the viewer. “Students
at Lawrence studied Kandinsky,
in fact, we’re almost at the point
where all of the students except
for the seniors read Kandinsky.
He’s doing the exact same thing,”
said Carlson.

Catherine Bentley played
elderly Big Edie and said, “I’ve
definitely never played anyone as
old as Big Edie.” When asked how
she tackled an older character,
Bentley said she related to Big
Edie. “She is sharp as a serpent’s
tooth, and I love to think I can
identify with her humor and endless love,” Bentley said. “Big Edie
could’ve written a book on how to
be a badass.”
The doubled role of Big Edie
and Little Edie was another challenge. Lancrete played Big Edie
in Act I and Little Edie in Act II,
but not before intense research.
“I think this is probably one of
the best character actress roles
ever in my opinion… and Sadie
[Lancrete] researched it so well,”
Kunath commented.
“Grey Gardens” shows a
mother and daughter at their
hilarious best and their tragic
worst. “You go in thinking it’s
these two women who are nuts,
who are crazy cat ladies, and people see them as eccentrics and
that’s it,” Kunath said. “But I think
of it as a story about unconditional love.”

munity to gauge interest. As she
did this she discovered that there
was quite an interest in having a
club like LUVV. She also figured
out ways to be accessible to a
range of types of vegetarians. In
reviving LUVV, Shumann attempts
to fill a void by setting up an active
vegan and vegetarian community.
After figuring out how interested the Lawrence community
was in a LUVV club, Shumann considered what the club could be
doing in addition to providing a
needed support system for oncampus vegans and vegetarians.
It is out of this that the weekly
discussion portion of the meeting
was born, as well as goals of fundraising for people without access
to clean and healthy food, showing
films, and spreading out into the
wider Appleton community with
various projects.
Within the club itself, there
are certain goals. One of these
goals is to provide a space for vegans and vegetarians to share cooking tips and to eat food together
in addition to discussing world
and local issues. The first meeting attracted a range of vegetar-

Claire Fox, Annica Mandeltort, and Abigail Hindson discuss meat-free lifestyles.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

ians and vegans, as well as a few
people who were neither but were
interested in exploring the issues
addressed by the club.
Freshman Nathan Whiteman,
who is neither a vegetarian or a

vegan, attended the club. “Even
though I enjoy eating meat, I think
it is interesting to hear points of
view that differ from mine,” he
said.

LUCC Update
Voting for the Babcock Award has been taking place on voyager this week. Log-in to
your voyager account and go to the surveys
tab to cast your ballot until
Friday, April 19th.
Please note that voting for this award is
intended to be in secret. None of the candidates is supposed to know that they have
been nominated, so please refrain from discussing the candidates with anyone before
or after voting.
LUCC is now appointing chairs and members to committees.
Applications are available on the 4th floor of the Warch Campus
Center and on the LUCC website. Applications are due Friday,
April 26th at the LUCC drop box on the 4th floor of the campus
center.

There will be a General Council meeting on
Monday, April 29th at 4:40 pm in the EschHurvis room. General Council meetings are
open to all members of the Lawrence community! Come share thoughts and concerns.
Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current announcements by visiting the LUCC page on the new
Lawrence website!
Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/
lucc
Like our Facebook page for updates and more information Lawrence University Community Council!
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Specht Pages
The “Real World”
Kevin Specht
Columnist

______________________

With the end of another
school year quickly approaching, yet another group of seniors
will soon enter the real world (or
put off adulthood a little longer
in favor of beginning graduate
school). Since Lawrentians are
babied for four or even five years
with the meal plans and on-campus housing, many graduates may
feel unready to fend for themselves or ill-prepared to adjust to
a new lifestyle.
While the Career Center has
been trying to prepare us for “Life
After Lawrence” since we were in
diapers, I think many of us may
have fallen through the cracks on
a few things. As you may have
already guessed, most of these
issues relate to food.
First off, a suggestion to Bon
Appétit: Lawrence students have
grown too accustomed to sustainable, organic, cage-free food with
no growth hormones, high fructose corn syrup, trans fat or MSG.
However, once they graduate,
most Lawrentians will be tens of
thousands of dollars in debt and
might not have the highest-paying jobs. Therefore, they cannot
expect to maintain this luxurious
lifestyle of eating. It is this university’s duty to diminish the quality
of life for its students.
Further, we have never
learned how to cook or have let
our cooking skills fade away as
we were fed by professional chefs
for the past several years. So, my
brethren at the Bon, to help students get acquainted with the
kind of lifestyle they have to look
forward to, I suggest that we start
having “Ramen Wednesdays.” This
would solve more problems than
you think!
Besides getting students
ready for the kinds of meals they
will be able to afford upon adulthood, Ramen Wednesdays would
also help Bon Appétit save money
and recoup any losses from the
lost, broken or stolen dishes—and
we could end the desperate plea
that is the “Just Bring it Back”
program.

Now, this column isn’t only
about food. We at Lawrence like
to say that Freshman Studies is
the beginning of a rich education
that culminates with the senior
capstone or senior experience.
However, I think what we really need is a two-term class that
functions as a home-economics,
reintroduction-to-socializationin-society and acquaintance-withpopular-culture class. In this class,
we will learn how to cook, clean
and operate a washing machine
that has more than three buttons.
Further, in this class we will learn
about the difficulties that we will
face in trying to assimilate into
the real world. We will learn how
to speak with non-academics and
how to relate to those who do not
understand why we spent four
years learning to play the violin, solving esoteric mathematical “things” or mastering a new
language. The third and most
important function of this course
(which I suggest be called “The
Specht Pages Course on Lower
Education”) is to fill us in on what
happened in the half-decade that
we spent inside the Lawrence
Bubble.
For example, how many
of you actually know that in
2011, Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak resigned after widespread protests; that Japan was
crippled by an earthquake and
tsunami or that the NASA Space
Shuttles retired? You will learn
about pop culture of the past five
years and be informed about the
key references that you will need
to know to maintain conversation
with others. You will be required
to listen to songs you may never
have heard of, such as “Call Me
Maybe” and “Starships.” Also, you
will have to watch movies such as
“The Dark Knight Rises” and “Men
in Black III” and learn to do the
“Harlem Shake.”
The papers in this class will,
however, be much more brutal
than in Freshmen Studies. Get
ready for that 10 page paper on
how to sew that button back on
your shirt.
“You heard it first on Specht
Pages.”

personality supplements
Vintage Wardrobe Rules for Your Inner 50’s Trophy Wife
Micha Saxton
Columnist

_____________________

Do you guys ever just lay
around thinking about all the
amazing shit you are going to do
once you have a moment of free
time? Yeah, me too. It is so much
more fun than actually living,
which is tragic and horrible and I
need a drink.
I always imagine myself in
yoga pants drinking my daily
vegetables after squeezing them
through a juice machine whilst
being amazing and making my
own clothes with the quality of
Oscar de la Renta—so complete
fantasy. Either that or wearing a
felt hat and kidskin gloves everyday as I tiptoe around the city,
hating life.
Back in the day, women used
to have tiny, extremely fine-tuned,
curated wardrobes with only the
most wonderful pieces. I have
flirted with adopting this method
for years but cannot get myself
to be that restrained. I am just
not ready to commit to my inner
Grace Kelly. Ugly crap that I am
going to hate in a month is just too
attractive, I guess.
Mind you, this list of holy
rules is based off the tales of a
fashion model from the 1950s,
so jeans and such would not be
included. It goes a little something like this:
Map out your lifestyle and
determine what you need. Cap
your palate to a couple of neutrals and harmonizing colors (like
black, white, blue and green and
sometimes orange, if you are me).
Get the highest quality of everything and keep it to a minimum.
There is a list of “necessities” that
can be modified depending on
your preferences if, for instance,
you hate skirts or something. I
would break it up into city and
country but that would take too
much time and space, and hardly
anyone observes the difference
between the two anymore.

1. A good suit, never black.
The cut should be simple and fit
you like a glove. No bagging or
pinching. No artificial fibers. To
modernize it, I think having a jacket that matches both pants and
a skirt is a good option, though
traditional suits included dresses
with jackets. I was once told that a
truly elegant woman never wears
black before the afternoon. I hate
that because I love black. Navy is
the classic suit color. Apparently,
employers love navy, so it is recommended to wear it on job interviews. I have no idea why.
2. Skirts of heavy material
for the winter, probably wool or
tweed or whatnot. I am thinking pencil for this, though Louis
Vuitton did full skirts in a heavy
material a couple of years ago and
it was lovely. Actually, that entire
collection was perfect. Pair them
with sweaters or silk shirts in
your favorite colors.
3. Traditionally, the coat
matches the skirt for both summer and winter, but this is obviously ultra-picky. Black coats are
for whatever reason considered
un-elegant. Another option is to
have a coat in a bright color.
4. A rain coat: beige trench,
never black.
5. Silk or cotton skirts for the
summer, shirts as needed.
6. As for shirts, own a few
that can go with as many skirts as
possible, probably more neutral
colors if your skirts are bright, etc.
7. Wool or heavy silk dresses
for the winter. There is a sentiment that only the dark hues like
grey and navy look good on city
streets. I am not a fan but these
are borrowed rules.
8. A handbag (see 14), hat
and shoes that match in your
favorite color. Black, brown, navy
and beige are traditional but boring, depending on your style.
Besides, I do not think they all
have to match; rather, they should
harmonize. I like the idea of having a really bright handbag in a
non-matching color that works. I

adore the hat but would feel like
a Dita von Teese impersonator if I
ever tried it on the street.
9. As many silk and cotton
dresses as you can stomach for
the summer.
10. A good pair of pants.
Preferably not jeans, which should
only be worn in the country.
11. Shorts for the summer.
12. A bathing suit and matching cover (I love white or red—
there is something so sweet about
a red bathing suit) and espadrilles.
13. An evening ensemble.
This used to mean a dress with an
evening coat to match, but times
are a tad more flexible now. I
would say have a dinner dress and
a less formal dress, just to be safe.
14. A good leather handbag for day; a clutch for evening.
Simple is best on both accounts.
Bags were stressed as the most
important accessory to any outfit.
Buy the most expensive you can
get away with and it will last a
lifetime. This is true, by the way.
I have an old bird from 1973 and
she is still going strong.
15. A fur coat, because this is
Micha’s column, you dig?
I am going to leave out all
the night-clothes, underwear and
accessories, but you get the picture. It sounds a little tiresome,
doesn’t it? It depends on how you
choose to outfit the different categories that make or break it. But
even just having one or two of
each would set you up for life, I
think. Just keep replacing them
as needed. Also, adhering to such
rigid standards would really cap
spending.
Whenever I get into this stuff
I get lost in the idea of swishing
around in full skirts, running off
to whatever appointment I have
with white kidskin gloves and perfect, un-scuffed heels. And then I
remember that it is not 1953 and I
am an overcooked college student
who should be focusing more on
relearning math for the GRE and a
little less on how to rip off vintage
Givenchy.

Viking Around

by Alfredo Duque

Do you find yourself...
...disagreeing with what our writers say?
...nodding your head in accord?
...thinking you can do better?

Join The Lawrentian
as a writer, columnist
or comic artist!
Contact Variety Editor
Amaan Khan

Freakin’ Viking Truth Comic

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Tennis dominates weekend
Zach Ben-Amots
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence men’s tennis
moved closer to their goal of a
Midwest Conference North division title this weekend by winning
matches against Carroll University
and Dominican University. Both
matches were affected by schedule changes due in part to difficult
weather conditions. Despite these
unforeseen changes, Lawrence
had a strong showing and got a
much-needed win over division
rival Carroll.
Sophomore Craig Sherwood
felt it was a crucial win for the
team, saying “[Carroll] is probably
the toughest team we’ve faced in
the [MWC] North. Everybody contributed to the win and that’s really awesome. They beat us last year,
so it felt good getting revenge,
in a sense.” Saturday’s victory
over a tough Carroll team proved
the resilience of the men’s tennis
program this year. Sherwood and
senior Jason Dunn were the only
Lawrence players to win their
singles matches. However, a 3-0
sweep in the doubles competition
proved to be enough for Lawrence
to come away with a 5-4 victory.
The very next day, Lawrence
beat Dominican University with
a decisive 9-0 win. The nonConference match allowed Coach
Kevin Girard to start a few freshmen who are not usually in the
lineup, including Mitch Kasprzyk

and Ethan Perushek. Kasprzyk
registered the first singles win
of his collegiate career, while
Perushek’s singles record rose to
2-0. Regarding the freshmen wins,
Sherwood said, “It’s always nice
to have freshmen get some match
experience.” Lawrence did not
lose a single set and Dominican
took only five games in the entire
doubles competition.
Coach Girard’s young team,
which features only four upperclassmen, has won its last five
games. With this weekend’s victories, LU men’s tennis holds the
best overall record in the MWC
North division and second best
conference record at (10-6, 1-0
MWC) against Conference opponents. Sherwood, who is currently
on a three-match win streak, feels
good about the rest of the regular season and believes Lawrence
can go far in the post-season, as
well. “Our goal is to win the next
three matches and finish with a
record of 13-6,” said Sherwood.
“We’re pretty happy with how
we’re playing right now. We hope
it continues into the conference
tournament.”
Lawrence will face Lake
Forest College and St. Norbert
College in another set of backto-back games this Saturday and
Sunday. With wins this weekend,
Lawrence could secure the best
conference and overall record and
claim the MWC North division
title for the first time since 2010.

D-Rose perplexes fans
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

As the regular season concludes and the NBA moves into
the playoffs, Chicago Bulls superstar guard Derrick Rose looks like
he will not come back this season—barring some miracle, and
unwise decision to return for the
playoffs. After suffering a torn ACL
injury on April 29, 2012, the Bulls
knew that it would be a long and
possibly lost season without him,
as they let go of expensive players that complimented Rose the
past two seasons and propelled
them to their best regular season
records in those years. The question at the beginning of the 20122013 campaign was: Should Rose
just take the year off to rehab?
The most optimistic scenario was
that he would be back around
February. Of course, everyone
expected the Bulls to be extremely cautious with their MVP and
franchise player. With the Bulls
signing a bunch of players to the
veterans minimum, to say the roster looked make-shift in October
was an understatement.
But now the tables have
turned. Coach Tom Thibodeau has
this team playing as well defensively as anyone else in the league
and they have grinded out some
impressive wins. They are 4-0
against the New York Knicks and
ended the historic Miami Heat
winning streak. This squad is also
the most inconsistent, with some
terrible losses to the Toronto
Raptors and Washington Wizards.
Despite the ups and downs,
Chicago will enter the playoffs as
a dangerous team. This has fans
chomping at the bit, wondering
if the addition of Rose will put
them over the edge. The Bulls
have owned the Knicks and beaten the Heat, the top two teams in

the Eastern Conference. Imagine
how’d they look with Rose. All
over Chicago, this has been the
conversation for the past few
months when they realized this
team would exceed expectations.
Interestingly, Rose has been
anything but helpful and insightful during the questioning of
when he will come back. After
slowly getting back into full contact practice drills, he is now routinely throwing down powerful
dunks during pre-game warm
ups. This is extremely frustrating for Bulls fans. Recently, after
being medically cleared to play,
Rose told reporters that when he
will return is in “God’s hands.” The
response drew harsh criticisms;
people stating he’s mentally weak
and how troubling it is that he’s
not chomping at the bit to play
again.
Of course there are politics going on behind the scenes.
Rose’s brother, Reggie, let the
public know that he was furious
the Bulls did not make a deal at
the trade deadline to surround
his brother with a better roster.
Rumors hold that Reggie is telling
him to not even bother coming
back and risking himself for a
team that did not make a serious move. Adidas, who sponsors
Rose, has capitalized majorly on
their “The Return” campaigns and
raked in some serious cash. The
company is going to milk this for
as long as they can, especially to
compliment Washington Redskins
quarterback, Robert Griffin III’s
comeback.
There are those who sympathize with Rose in his caution and
tentativeness. Getting over that
“mental hurdle” is a big feat when
coming back from a serious injury.
But then again, ACL injuries are
occurring all the time now.

See page 5

Standings
Senior Sam Stevens has been a poised leader this season.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Track team hits their solid stride

School

Conf. Overall

Men’s Tennis
North

Andrew Borresen
Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence track team
traveled to Wisconsin Lutheran
College this past Saturday and
found success with several firstplace and second-place finishes.
It was a solid team outing for
the Vikings, despite the unhappy
weather. The second meet of the
season offered the team a chance
to compete against other in-state
schools, including some Midwest
Conference competitors like
Carroll, Ripon and St. Norbert.
Saturday was a special day
for junior Katherine Dannecker,
who took home first place in the
women’s 5K race with a time of
20:01.60. “I’d never run the 5K
before this weekend in a track
meet so it was a new experience
for me. I had a goal to be under
20 minutes, and even though I
didn’t hit it, I was pushing myself
to make that time. Trying to hit my
splits each lap definitely helped
me keep the lead once I was in it.”
The two other individual
winners for the Vikings included
sophomore Anna Bolgrien in 400meter hurdles and senior Sam
Stevens in the 5,000 meters. The
team had a few second-place finishes as well. Junior Sam Luebke,
freshman Liza Girsova, sophomore Kassidy Rinehart and sophomore Katie Barie comprised the
women’s 800 sprint medley relay
team, which ran a time of 2:01.21.
The men’s 800 sprint medley relay
team also found second place.
Freshmen JP Ranumas, Bjorn
Gowdy-Jaehnig, Matt Geleske and
Ben Bard combined to run a solid

Softball

continued from page 5

time of 1:41.41.
The Vikings had two other
notable performances below the
first place line. Coach Jason Fast
and several teammates put a spotlight on junior Jamie Brisbois’
performance in the 5K, which
earned him second-place honors
behind teammate Sam Stevens
in that race. His personal record
of 15:51.49 beat his indoor season 5K time by over 17 seconds.
Brisbois offered some perspective
on what allowed him to cut so
much time. “I worked with a trainer over winter break to develop an
endurance lifting plan, which has
improved my strength in longer
workouts and races. I look forward to challenging myself even
more in two weeks. I plan on running a 10k for the first time, and
intend on staying competitive in
an even longer race.”
Furthermore, senior Rose
Tepper also grabbed second with
a soaring measurement of 5’3” in
the high jump, especially impressive considering her competition
on Saturday. As Fast pointed out,
“Rose set a huge season PR in
the high jump and finished just
behind the defending National
Champion (Jenna Breaker, Ripon
College) in that event.”
Coach Fast also shed some
light on the plan for the Viking
track team moving forward. “Right
now we are focusing on improving on our performances from
this past meet. It’s the best thing
we can do right now. No matter
where each individual is, whether
they are better or worse than they
thought they might be, it is important we take the necessary steps
to get them to their season goals.

St. Norbert
Lawrence
Carroll
Lake Forest
Ripon

2-0
1-0
2-1
1-2
0-3

6-9
10-6
11-7
9-9
2-13

3-0
1-0
2-1
1-2
0-4

19-11
7-7
12-5
7-13
0-11

6-0
4-0
4-0
0-6
0-8

10-8
14-6
7-11
8-12
6-12

5-3
5-3
2-2
3-5
1-3

12-8
10-12
7-13
8-14
5-17

5-1
4-2
3-5
3-5
2-4

9-17
12-10
9-13
5-23
12-10

7-2
7-4
6-3
6-5
3-8
0-7

12-11
14-10
15-11
13-9
4-19
0-21

South
Grinnell
Monmouth
Cornell
Knox
Illinois Col.
Baseball
North
Ripon
St. Norbert
Beloit
Carroll
Lawrence
South
Knox
Illinois Col.
Cornell
Grinnell
Monmouth
Softball
North
Carroll
St. Norbert
Ripon
Beloit
Lawrence
South
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Illinois Col.
Cornell
Knox
Grinnell

Ripon College (9-13, 3-5 MWC) on
the road on Thursday, April 18,
and will travel to Beloit College
(5-23, 3-5 MWC) on Saturday,
April 20.

The Lawrentian has a
NEW website!
See our
completely
redesigned and updated site
today at
www.lawrentian.com

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Apr 10, 2013.
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Athletes of the Week
by: Amanda Ollerer

Baseball team struggles in
tough series of doubleheaders
Alex York

Drew Doares: Baseball
1) What were you most
worried about coming
into this season?
“I was most worried that
the loss of our captain (Eric
Bohling) after last season would leave us with a
lack of leadership. He was
a good leader and a solid
player. Thankfully, all of
our seniors this year have
stepped up to help lead
the team. Most of them
have been starting players
since they were freshmen
or sophomores, and we’re
really benefiting from their
experience.”			

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

2) What were you most excited about coming into this season?
“I was very excited that most of our team from last year is returning, especially this year’s senior
offense and our sophomore pitching staff.”

3) What has been your biggest accomplishment while playing baseball?
“Since I came to Lawrence I’ve learned to trust my teammates a lot more than I did when I was
younger. Baseball is a team sport, and we won’t be successful unless we trust each other to do his
job.”
4) What are you looking to accomplish in the rest of your season?
“Our goal for this season is to have a good season and give our seniors a great experience to end
their college baseball careers. We ultimately want to make it to the Midwest Conference tournament. Personally, I want to keep pitching well and hopefully earn the team a few more wins.”

5) If you were stranded on a desert island with one of your teammates, who would it be and
why?
“I’d probably be stuck with the whole pitching staff. It would be our new conditioning; after all,
swimming is great for the arm.”

Jessica Demski: Softball
1) What were you most worried
about when you came to Lawrence?
“I was most worried about Freshman
Studies. I heard horror stories from people about Freshman Studies and so I was
going in just hoping it wasn’t as bad as
people said it was. I survived, so it wasn’t
that bad. “

2) What were you most excited about
when you came to Lawrence?
“I was most excited about being on the
softball team. I went to some of the 2012
team’s games and I was just really excited
to be a part of the team. I didn’t quite
know that I was going to have some crazy
teammates, but little did I know that I fit
right in.”

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

and being successful is a huge accomplishment.”

3) What has been your biggest
accomplishment while playing softball?
“In my first season as a Viking, my biggest accomplishment was during our
Spring Break Florida trip. I was the starting pitcher in my first college game and
during that game I hit a bases loaded
double to clear the bases and get us into
the game, which we later won. As a freshman, being put on the field for the first time

4) What are you looking to accomplish in the rest of your season?
“For the rest of the season, I am looking to continue to work hard. When I am given the opportunity
to play, I will do my job and execute no matter what situation I am in. That is the most important
role that I have on this team.”
5) If you were stranded on a desert island with one of you teammates, who would it be and
why?
“If I was stranded on a desert island, it would definitely be with Kara [Vance]. We would end up
on the island because we were clownin’ too hard, but it wouldn’t matter because we’d have Kara’s
idol ‘2 Chainz’ to come and save us.”

D-Rose
continued from page 4

Without a doubt, if Rose
comes back in MVP form next season, all will be forgiven. Until then,
he will have to deal with memes
and tweets saying there’s no such
thing as 110%, labeling him weak

and calling him scared. Chicago is
a demanding town with Michael
Jordan-spoiled Bulls fans everywhere. We’ll just have to wait and
try to trust him.

Staff Writer

____________________________________

It was a difficult weekend for
the Lawrence University baseball
team. In two consecutive doubleheaders against Beloit College,
the Vikings lost all four games.
The Beloit College Buccaneers,
who actually have a worse overall
record than the Vikings, now hold
an undefeated record and a share
of the lead in the Midwest Athletic
Conference standings.
For the Vikings, the woes
were mostly on offense; over
the course of the weekend, the
Vikings were outscored 21-3.
There were several high moments
for Lawrence, however, including
sophomore pitcher Drew Doares’
brilliant outing in the first game
on Saturday. He went seven 2/3
innings, allowed six hits, and
one earned run. Doares also
struck out two and walked three.
Unfortunately, Lawrence was held
to only four hits and no runs,
and Beloit snuck away with a 2-0
victory. In the first game, junior
catcher Marc Linger had three
hits and was the only Viking who
achieved that feat in the series.
In the third game of the series,
Lawrence pulled out to 3-2 lead in
the fifth inning. Senior outfielder
Davide Harris scored sophomore
outfielder Jake Gordon and both
doubled down the left-field line
to contribute to the run. Senior
infielder Gabe Henriques followed

with a single, and in a little bit
of small-ball magic, the Vikings
scored Harris on an attempted
double steal. The Vikings led until
a five-run ninth inning propelled
the Buccaneers to victory.
The Vikings were in position to prevent the shutouts many
times throughout the weekend.
Over the course of the four-game
series, the Vikings stranded thirty
base runners, exhibiting a struggle for Lawrence hitters to come
through in important situations.
Lawrence also committed eight
errors to Beloit’s three, leading
to six unearned runs over the
course of the weekend. Freshman
catcher Cavan Mittag-McNaught
noted, “We weren’t happy with
our performance this weekend,
but we’ve been working really
hard in practice and in the weight
room to hopefully start winning
some games.” He stated, “We’re in
a good place. Now we just need to
break the seal and start winning
some games.”
The Vikings, who haven’t won
a game since their very successful
spring break trip in Florida (6-3)
also haven’t won a conference
game to date, but will get a chance
to break that streak when they
face Ripon College this week and
St. Norbert at home on Saturday,
April 20 at noon.
“We just really need that
excitement and energy that we had
in Florida back as we go forward,”
remarked Mittag-McNaught.

Softball: Combined Nohitter heads MWC Classic
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

_______________________

Last weekend, the Lawrence
University softball team traveled
to Peoria, Illinois, for the MWC
Classic. “The MWC Classic gives
the North Division a chance to
play the South Division teams,”
explained freshman Sarah Loepfe.
Reflecting on her team’s performance, pointing to strengths such
as the effective Vikings defense
and shutout victories against
Knox and Grinnell, she added, “We
didn’t do as well as we had hoped,
but there were some highlights
like our games against Knox and
Grinnell.” Lawrence emerged with
a record of (12-10, 2-4 MWC).
Friday, April 12, the first
day of competition opened with
a sound 11-0 victory over Knox
College (4-19, 3-8 MWC) and a
close 6-4 loss to Cornell College
(11-9, 4-5 MWC). Pitching in the
first game was outstanding. Senior
Shannon Murray, sophomore
Kara Vance and freshman Jessica
Demski together allowed no hits
for the fourth time in Lawrence
softball history. The Vikings
scored 11 runs in the first inning,
securing the blow out right off the
bat. The Vikings faced tougher
competition against Cornell, as
Lawrence had a 4-3 lead in the top
of the ninth, before Cornell caught
up with a run-scoring single and
a two-run homer to clinch a last
inning victory.
The
classic
continued
Saturday, April 13 with Lawrence
falling to Lake Forest College
(12-11, 7-2 MWC) by the score
of 19-3, and beating Grinnell
College (0-19, 0-5 MWC) 8-0. The
Foresters were on fire, meeting

the Vikings with tough opposition
and pushing past LU with several
homers. Notable was Lake Forest
sophomore Whitney Leiderman’s
4-for-5 performance at the plate,
which included three homers
and 7 RBI. For Lawrence, junior
Alissa Geipel went 3-for-3 and hit
a homer of her own, while senior
Cathy Kaye finished 2-for-4.
Later on Saturday, the Vikings
shut out Grinnell, finishing the day
on a higher note than they began.
Lawrence scored three runs in the
second inning, racked up another
run in the third and added three
more in the fourth. Freshman
Anna Wawiorka rounded out LU’s
scoring with a double in the sixth
to score Geipel.
The final day of competition
brought two losses for Lawrence,
3-0 against Monmouth College
(14-10, 7-4 MWC) and 4-1 to
Illinois College (15-11, 6-3 MWC).
Monmouth entered the game with
a solo homer in the bottom of
the second, before adding two
more runs in the sixth to defeat
the scoreless Vikings. In the final
game of the Classic, Lawrence’s
scoring struggles continued.
Illinois College kept them at three
hits and one run in the bottom
of the third off a homer by Kaye.
Illinois College’s early scoring—
two runs in the first inning and
one in the second—culminated
in the fourth with the final run of
the game.
Looking forward to the coming competition, Loepfe said,
“Ripon and St. Norbert are our big
games for the rest of the season.
We’re looking to hopefully beat
them and make it to the conference tournament.” The Vikes face

See page 4
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The bartenders of the VR and their favorite concoctions
Devin Ross
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

Pat Mangan: My favorite drink
to make would probably be the Green
Goblin, a drink that I made which
is basically every drink that’s green
behind the bar: melon liqueur, lime
vodka, peach Schnapps, Sprite and
sour. I like to make it because it was
made starting out completely as a
joke when someone at a party I went
to (not a the VR) literally asked me
to make something green for them
because they didn’t actually know
what they wanted. But then it turned
out actually to be a good drink so I
tried it out on some of my friends at
the VR and people actually like it.

Wes Varughese: My favorite drink
to make is the Water Tower. I like
to make it because it may have a lot
of ingredients, but it’s super easy to
make; we have a pre-mix of all the
ingredients ready made!

Myles Wagner: Well, the one that
gets ordered most often that I like
to make is Sex on the Beach. I like it
because it requires shaking and is
more active than just the regular pouring and stirring, and Old Fashioneds
are ordered far too often.

Jake Johnson: Jim Beam Rye
whiskey and soda with lemon. My
buddy Jeff recommended me the
drink. I enjoy drinking whiskey but
often have a hard time finding a way
to make it “light.” It’s crisp, refreshing
and makes me think of sunny days.

Zoe Psarouthakis: I am underage, so only making, sadly. But I love
to make an Old Fashioned. You muddle
orange slice and cherries with sugar
and some bitters. Then either with
whiskey or brandy fill the cup, topped
off with Sierra Mist for a sweet drink
or sour pop for a sour drink. I feel all
official when making it and that will
be my first drink when I am 21 at the
VR!

Henry Chesnutt: I prefer improvisational drink making. It’s pretty
neat.
Someone ordered a “Black Cock”
once, that was a challenge, but I made
it happen.

Kyle Stuckey: I like making the
Viking Gold. I wouldn’t say it’s girly, but
it’s definitely non-obtrusive.
Siri Benn: My favorite drink is
anything with a lime. I love limes!

Jazz Astwood: My favorite thing to
mix are shots, actually. Why? Because I
find really funny recipes for shots—the
dirtier the name, the better—and they
always come out really good. Plus, it’s
always fun to mix new shots and create
a name for them.

Aubrey Lawlor: I love making
Old Fashioneds. They’re my specialty
and the hardest drink to make. There
are certain steps and tricks to make
them perfect. It’s a drink that needs a
little love to taste just right.

Justin Dickerson: I really enjoy
making the Water Tower because
there are so many different drinks
that it is comprised of, it makes me
feel awesome when I go down the
till adding all the different parts of
the drink. The look on peoples’ faces
after they try a freshly made Water
Tower is priceless.

Photos by Mathias Reed

The Viking Room: A history in photos
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Underground: The mystery behind the multipurpose
Chelsey Choy
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

Compared to a larger university, such
as University of Madison at Wisconsin, it
is fairly easy to locate a person’s 9:50 a.m.
class at Lawrence. Main Hall hosts language
and humanities classes. Briggs Hall plays
to diverse interests with math, education,
anthropology, government, and psychology.
Steitz and Youngchild house natural science
labs and classrooms.
Memorial Hall has history, English,
and...theatre classes?
One classroom, that is the Underground,
plays to Lawrence’s liberal arts education.
Originally considered to be an empty room
with no purpose, the Underground creates
a space where students can take a variety
of theater classes on a daily basis. It is also
used for plays. Senior Ally Kunath says that
she has done “two short-form play festivals

and a senior project in that space, Harold
Pinter’s ‘The Dumbwaiter’.”
Yet why this location? Why not use the
spaces that the Conservatory has to offer?
According to Kunath, due to an increasing amount of senior projects and main
stage productions during the past years, the
Underground has become a prevalent space
for students to use. “The Conservatory only
houses two theaters, so sometimes, productions happen in the Underground,” says
Kunath.
The Underground’s role on campus
is on the rise. Kunath also adds, “It’s been
used for shows for almost two years now.”
Not only is the Underground a place where
teachers can hold theater classes it also an
area where students can display their individual projects and own productions.
This Room Next Door is not your typical classroom.

The mysterious empty space has been utilized for student productions.
Photo by Mathias Reed

Twenty-five sites you are likely to see on any given night at the VR
1) Your professor stumbling out at
closing time

7) Someone drunkenly hitting the
cue ball through the glass door

2) Your writing tutor and your
freshman year roomate getting
awfully close in the booth next
to you

8) Children playing tag during
Happy Hour

3) Underclassmen loitering at the
fence

10) People peeing on the ‘pee
bush’ on the patio

4) Guest bartenders getting
heavyhanded with the vodka

11) Thousands of discarded peanut shells

17) The one responsible person in
a booth trying to get some homework done

5) Trivia teams with names like
“Taste of Thigh” and “We’ll Give
You a Policy to Break”

12) Students hitting on professors
after a few too many

18) New hires: “What’s in a watertower again?”

13) The slightly creepy painting of
an old Lawrence professor wearing an elephant mask

19) Mark Burstein.

6) The choir at Wednesday’s
Happy Hour

9) Random bouts of Gangam Style

14) Friends quickly becoming
enemies over a very heated game
of foosball

20) Your uncle’s name carved into
the table you’re sitting at circa
1983

15) Bartenders making “dirty”
drinks

21) Someone singing a strained
emotional love ballad at karaoke
after a bad breakup

16) People sledding down the hill
during wintertime

22) The newly 21-year-old trying
to stomach the cake shot
23) The senior who seems to be
taking a one-on-one tutorial with
the VR for their spring term
24) Your 1990s doppleganger in
the photos next to the booths
25) People getting their groove
on to a requested song only they
like

Spring term O.R.C. trips promise adventure
ORC is offering a host of spring term trips. These trips are relatively inexpensive and allow students to venture
off the confines of campus and into the wilderness, or something like it. From tubing to caving, there are plenty
of options for those looking to get a little outdoors-y. Here we’ve sampled a few options to whet your appetite.
Canoeing on the Fox River:
You don’t have to go far for this one. In
our very own backyard, you can spend
a day canoeing down the beautiful (if
polluted) Fox River. Canoeing will be
offered on “sporadic Fridays.” Just don’t
fall in.
Saturday Skate Park:
If you’re more into halfpipes than hiking, look into the Saturday evening
excursions to an indoor skatepark.
There, you can practice that trick before
you debut it on campus.
Ledgeview Caving:
If you’ve ever seen ‘The Goonies,’ you
know how fun it looks to explore a cave.
You have your chance in the form of
caving at the Ledgeview Nature Center.
Devil’s Lake Hike and Kayak
This day trip will explore both water
and land of the Devil’s Lake area. The
trip goes out April 27, so get on it.

Ice Age Trail
This geology-based trip will go out
Friday, April 27 and return Sunday,
April 29. If you feel passionate about
rocks, be sure to sign up.
Pictured Rocks Backpacking
This midterm reading period trip will
leave May 1 and return May 5 and will
travel along Lake Superior.

Wolf River Tubing
As soon as the sun shines on Wisconsin,
this trip will take people for a leisurely
float down the Wolf River.

High Cliff Hiking Day Trip
For a day away from Appleton, this trip
will travel to nearby High Cliff State
Park for a spot of hiking and a picnic. It
departs May 19.

Elroy Sparta Bike Trail
This trip will include 30 miles of biking
along the abandoned Chicago & North
Western Railroad bed and a night of
camping. It leaves April 27 and returns
April 28.

Adventuring into the woods
This trip mysteriously provides few
details. But with the proscpect of potentially kayaking, what’s not to love? Heed
nature’s calling and get back in touch
with the beauty of the outdoors. This
trip will take place May 17 through
May 19.

Bjorklunden Trail Running
Want to hang out with some professors
at Bjorklunden ? You can do that alongside running on the scenic trails for
this trip. It leaves May 17 and returns
May 19.

Indoor Mountain Biking
You don’t even need experience to venture to Ray’s Indoor Mountainbike park
for some biking. This trip will be offered
throughout the term on Saturday evenings.
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“Grey Gardens” is both heartwrenching and hilarious
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

________________________

SPAMALU successfully presented its Spring Musical, “Grey
Gardens,” in Cloak Theatre Friday,
April 12 and Saturday, April 13.
The production featured a broad
and strong range of performers,
from non-Conservatory freshmen to vocal performance-major
seniors. While the plot is undeniably depressing, all of the cast
members were uniquely brilliant
in their respective roles.
The first act takes place
in 1941, on the day of Joseph
Kennedy, Jr. (Josh Eidem) and Edie
Beale’s (Marie Clement) engagement party at Grey Gardens. This
act was the definition of a classic ‘40s musical. Sadie Lancrete
played Edith Bouvier Beale, Edie’s
comically overblown and freespirited mother who battled with
her daughter to be the center of
attention throughout the party
preparations. Charlie Aldrich
played the staple role of the ginswilling, satirical pianist and
Edith’s platonic companion while
Eidem was the bland fiancé and
Davey Harrison the strict grandfather, “Major” Bouvier. The storyline can be seen as one of a daughter trying to escape her crazy
yet lovable family through mar-

riage to a perfectly amiable man.
However, Grey Gardens takes an
unexpected turn at the end of the
first act when, instead of forgiving his fiancée for her wild past,
Joseph leaves Edie and, furious
with her mother, she leaves the
house “forever.”
This brings us into the second act, which, with no prior
knowledge of the musical, is both
entirely unexpected and completely jarring. It is 1973 and
Edie has returned to live with her
mother Edith and the complete
squalor that Grey Gardens has
become. The women, both completely out of their minds, traipse
around the old manor singing,
cooking corn and fighting over the
past as well as conversing with
a seventeen year-old boy named
Jerry who occasionally stops by to
either help or steal from the older
women. This act was refreshingly
different from a typical musical,
and it was as hilarious as it was
tremendously sad. The characters,
based off of real relatives of the
Kennedys’, lived a sort of half-life
and were both either too old or
too afraid to leave it for something
better. As funny as it was, I was
still near tears by the end.
With respect to the cast, there
was not a single member that did
not provide the audience with a
laugh at one point in the night.
The musical was special in the fact

Juniors Maire Clement and Sadie Lancrete discuss while sophomore Josh Eidem looks on in Grey Gardens.
Photo by Mathias Reed

that it allowed many of the cast to
take on multiple roles throughout
the night. Sadie Lancrete played
Edith in the first act and then
assumed the role of her daughter,
Edie, in the second. Josh Eidem
played the very proper and genial
Joseph in the first act, and then
switched to the teenager Jerry in
the second act.
Sadie was a pleasure in both

M.T. Anderson sends powerful
message in “Octavian Nothing”
Lauren Nokes

Staff Writer

_________________________

“The Astonishing Life of
Octavian Nothing,” the latest literary project by award-winning
author M.T. Anderson, is nothing
if not truly astonishing. It certainly deserves the surrounding
hype. Anderson has constructed an imaginative, impeccably
researched and written story that
courageously and intelligently
examines the ugly contradiction at the heart of the American
Enlightenment and Revolution:
that Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness are the unalienable
rights of only some, not all.
Octavian speaks French,
Latin, Greek and English. He has
been taught history, classical philosophy and the latest advances
in scientific understanding. He
plays the violin marvelously well.
In short, he has received the best
possible eighteenth-century education. He lives with his mother,
an African princess, during the
Revolutionary War era in a house
run by a group of highly rational scholars who continually conduct scientific experiments when
not instructing Octavian. But the
apparent peace of Octavian’s sheltered life shatters when he looks
behind a forbidden door and discovers that he’s part of a secret
experiment with horrific implications.
“Nothing” is not Octavian’s
actual last name. According to
the U.S. government, he bears his
master’s last name, Gitney. But
Octavian’s true last name, the
name of his mother’s family, is
lost to him forever. Octavian contemplates the nature of being and

nothingness repeatedly throughout the book, referring to himself as “nothing” at many points.
After Octavian begins to have
the awakening that he’s fundamentally the same as the other
black people in the household, he
makes friends with a slave named
Pro Bono. Bono tells him that
whites want blacks to be “blank”
and “empty.” He says, “All the
time, they’re on the exploration
of themselves, going on the inner
journey into their own breast. But
us, they want there to be nothing
inside of.” This is the beginning of
Octavian’s realization that whites
do not consider him a full person,
culminating with a confrontation
with his master in which he recognizes that whether he fights or
not, they will consider him a savage. “I am not a man,” he says. “I
am nothing.”
Towards the end of the book,
when Octavian is bound and kept
in a cellar for days, he hauntingly reflects on the use of race as
justification for oppression and
whether he can be human without freedom. After an extended
reflection on the scientific facts
he has learned from the scholars,
including light’s lack of material
existence, Octavian observes, “And
then they imprisoned me in darkness; and though there was no
color there, I was still black, and
they were still white; and for that,
they bound and gagged me.” If
the scholars are so rational, how
can they accept that color isn’t
material fact while denying that
blackness is only inferior because
they make it so? Here Octavian
indicts all racially-based oppression, past, present and future.
In a line reminiscent of Caliban
in “The Tempest,” Octavian says
with heart-breaking perspicuity,
“They gave me a tongue; and then

roles, but her comedic talent shone
in her portrayal of the middleaged and unmistakably deranged
Edie. Freshman Catherine Bentley
proved her acting and singing
chops in the role of the older Edith
and provided one of the best performances of the night. Her vocal
abilities and comedic timing on
the song “The Cake I Had” made it
one of the most memorable parts

Jupiter String Quartet make
the Chapel stage their own
Anna Buchholz

Staff Writer

________________________

stopped it up, so they would not
have to hear it cry.”
I wish that everyone living
in modern U.S. society could read
this book, because the issues at
stake are sadly just as relevant
now as then. This is not a book
for the faint of heart, as Anderson
does not shy away from the violence and inhumanity of slavery
and war; the story is frankly disturbing at points. However, it’s a
thrilling and important story that
forces readers to seriously consider the hypocrisy at the heart
of our most treasured American
ideals. I highly recommend this
book and look forward to reading Volume II, “The Kingdom of
Waves.”

of the musical.
With a cast blessed with less
comedic brilliance, this musical
would have fallen flat on its face.
However, student director Ally
Kunath took a difficult script and
paired it with an extremely well
-chosen and talented group of students to produce both a heartwrenching and knee-slapping
production.

On Friday, April 12, the
Conservatory welcomed the
world-renowned Jupiter String
Quartet to campus for a master
class and concert. The quartet,
composed of two violins, viola and
cello, performed works by Mozart,
Bartók and Brahms and exhibited
the masterful technique and artistry demanded by these works.
A very “intimate” quartet,
this group is made of sisters Meg,
violin, and Liz Freivogel, viola, the
former being married to cellist
Daniel McDonough and rounded
off with close friend Nelson Lee
on violin. The “Jupiters,” as they
call themselves, formed in the
Washington, D.C. and Boston area
and began performing together
around the country and reaching
out to young audiences to promote listening to and performing
classical music.
The concert began with
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
“Quartet in D Major, K. 575,” a four
movement work that perfectly
exemplifies Mozart’s style. Smooth
and even melodic lines played by
the violins were accompanied by
darker tonics played by the lower
viola and cello. Articulations were
crisp and precise, giving the effect
of one person playing instead of
four separate instruments. One
might have thought that the players had their pieces memorized
based on the communication and
eye contact made between the
ensemble.
Contrasting with the tonality of Mozart, next we heard Béla
Bartók’s “Quartet No. 1, op. 40,
sz. 40,” a three movement work
that moved seamlessly between
lento, allegretto and allegro vivace

sections. Characteristic of Bartók,
this piece was filled with moments
of harmonic tension until the dissonant clouds would part for a
moment and a chord would
resolve into diatonic beauty. One
of the most amazing moments
occurred when short, articulated
notes were passed around the
ensemble and matched so well
that one could not tell who was
playing when.
Concluding the performance,
the quartet performed Johannes
Brahms’ “Quartet in C minor, op.
51, no. 1.” Moving more toward
the Romantic style, these four
musicians pushed through heartwrenching phrases with dynamic
expression and contrast. They
could play with the power of an
orchestra and one second later
have the softness and delicacy
of one player. In this four-movement work, they exemplified all
the drama inherent in Brahms’
slow, romantic movements and
his driving, energy-filled allegro
moments.
Overall, the concert sparkled
with the precision and technique
displayed by these four musicians,
and when they began playing they
became one unit in every phrase
and flourishing finish. They
encompassed the unique styles of
each composer and reminded the
audience of the vast repertoire
written for string quartet.
Seeing these four individuals
share an intimate night of Mozart,
Bartók and Brahms reminded me
of the many people, ensembles
and musical moments that have
shared the Chapel stage and have
each made it their own musical
space.
Between one hundredmember orchestras, heavy metal
bands, contemporary jazz trios

See page 9
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SPOTLIGHT
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

____________________

On April 20, celebrate your
Saturday by rolling on over to
the Pusey Room in the Campus
Center at 3 p.m. to see Sarah
Laven’s “senior” recital. Laven,
class of 2013, a double major
in Environmental Policy and
Spanish with a minor in Latin
American Studies, is on paper
about the furthest thing from a
musician that you would expect.
Although it has not been
her main focus of study, Laven
has taken many opportunities
to hone her skills and perform
as a jazz and pop vocalist here
at Lawrence. In her four years
here, she has studied voice for
two years with Patrice Michaels
and two years with Janet Planet.
She is most widely known
across campus as the lead singer
of “Sarah 2 and the High School
Varsity Athletes,” but she has
also performed in the vocal jazz
“Hybrid” ensemble and has been
the featured vocalist in many
jazzers’ recitals.
Laven is a natural musician.
She does not know how to read
music, but once you hear her

perform, you can’t help but ask
yourself, “Who cares?” Laven’s
father was a jazz musician, and
she was raised on a steady diet
of Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald
and Sarah “Sassy” Vaughan, after
whom she was named. “My version of daycare for a time was
hangin’ in a stroller at my dad’s
rehearsals,” she adds with a
chuckle.
“Especially with the jazz
style, so much of [the performance] is influenced by listening,” Laven reflects about
her preparation. “But I have
relied on the strong musicianship of the players to work out
theory kinks in the arrangements.” Laven will be performing a series of jazz standards
with Harrison Keeshin, Patrick
Marschke and Max Bowen. She
will also feature her father and
brother in some songs.
Working with busy schedules is always difficult when it
comes to trying to nail down a
rehearsal time. This challenge is
compounded because of Laven’s
chronic vocal health issues. She
explains that the recital in itself
is a great exercise in how to
practice efficiently and not too
much.
Above all, Laven is put-

ting this recital on to showcase
all that she has learned about
music as a non-music student
at Lawrence. As a result, Laven
offers her audience a diverse
program. “Every piece highlights
something that I have learned at
Lawrence,” Laven explained.
The variety in Laven’s pieces
shows off her own individual
strengths. With her studies in
Spanish, she can tackle Antonio
Carlos Jobim’s “Waters of March”
in Portuguese and Esperanza
Spalding’s arrangement of “Body
and Soul” in Spanish with ease.
She has also helped to prepare
an arrangement of “Ten Minutes
Ago” from the Cinderella musical. Additionally, she wrote lyrics for the tune “Centerpiece,”
which she based off of a couple
of choruses of a trumpet solo
that she transcribed from that
tune. “I wanted to make a nice
flow because everyone is going
to leave if you do all ballads!”
Laven laughs.
“Sarah 2 and the High School
Varsity Athletes” will be performing Australian “future soul”
band Hiatus Kaiyote’s hit song
“Nakamarra.” This song was
released only one year ago and
the band just recently made
their first tour of the United

SARAH
LAVEN

Photo by Elizabeth Landes

States, so this song is about as
fresh as it gets.
Following graduation, Laven
will be working in the Teach for
America program for two years,

teaching Spanish in Bronzeville
on the south side of Chicago.
She hopes to continue performing with the various Lawrence
alumni in the city.

LUJE hosts Rik’s Cafe Tegan and Saran reveal new sound in
Anna Buchholz

Staff Writer

________________________

In what has now become a
tradition, the Lawrence University
Jazz Ensemble (LUJE) spent
another swinging evening at
Rik’s Café on Wednesday night,
premiering four student compositions and featuring six seniors
on standard charts. A student-led
concert, performers and composers had the chance to rehearse
and conduct the band for LUJE’s
final performance in the Warch
Campus Center this school year.
After two terms of studying
jazz composition and arranging
with Kimberly-Clark Professor
of Music and Director of Jazz
and Improvisational Music Fred
Sturm, four students completed a
big band arrangement of a standard for their final project. The
first tune was a composition by
junior Henry Gergen, who made
his own version of saxophonist
Charlie Parker’s “Scrapple From
the Apple.” A perfect concert opener, Gergen showed off the band’s
power with thick walls of sound
by the brass and saxophones as
well as the agility and lightness
necessary for this quick tune.
Fifth year Shauna McFaul
then presented her arrangement of tenor saxophonist John
Coltrane’s “Naima.” McFaul, a
music education major, went into
this project hoping to learn how
to arrange challenging and fun
charts for middle school-aged
students interested in jazz. She
explained how the most challenging part of writing was simplifying

this rather complex tune while
still maintaining its essence. Full
of rich textures and smooth colors, McFaul is already prepared
for her first concert conducting
her own jazz students.
LUJE then performed senior
Will Klein’s adaptation of “Sweet
and Lovely,” a tune originally
by Arnheim, Moret and Tobias.
Klein’s writing wove in and out of
denser ensemble soli sections and
sweetly singing melodic moments
all the while playing with syncopating swing rhythms. Senior
Harrison Keeshin then closed
the student composition portion
with his arrangement of pianist
Thelonious Monk’s “Evidence.”
Quirky and full of personality,
Keeshin clearly adapted Monk’s
style in his use of offset rhythms
and crunchy chords.
The second portion of the
concert gave the ensemble’s
seniors a chance to lead their
own tunes and present it to
the audience. Trombonist Chris
Misch brought us back to our
roots with Gershwin’s “I Got
Rhythm,” followed by trumpeter
Rob Goodwin’s rendition of the
classic “Summertime.” Next came
“one of the happiest tunes in jazz,”
“Bye, Bye Blackbird,” re-marked
and performed by trumpeter Jake
Wiele.
Moving out of the brass section, senior baritone saxophonist
Evan Johnson composed his own
poetry for the audience to introduce his slow, swinging blues “Out
of Back of the Barn,” mimicking
the legendary Gerry Mulligan with
soulful barks and an all-encom-

See page 12

exciting seventeenth album “Heartthrob”
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

_______________________

As their seventeenth studio
album, “Heartthrob” is Canadian
rock duo Tegan and Sara’s most
ambitious and experimental
album yet. As a long time fan of
Tegan and Sara myself, I was a
huge fan of the melodic and angsty indie-rock sound that was
uniquely theirs. For this reason,
hearing this album for the first
time was, to say the least, a little
painful. But for those interested
in something a little newer and
refreshing, this album is perfect.
Considering the fact that this duo
has such a large established fanbase, I would like to congratulate
them for being brave enough to
take their music and venture into
new territory to create an album
like any they have before.
Their new sound is introduced right away with the first
song on the album, “Closer.” Three
seconds into the song, listeners are given a taste of how far
the duo has come. Instead of the
guitar rhythms that used to take
center stage, ”Closer” has synth

Jupiter
continued from page 8

rhythms and a mix of electronic
tunes. Dealing with the excitement and nervousness of a new
romance, the song balances sweet
lines about wanting to be closer to
another human being. With lines
such as “All I want to get is a little
closer” and “Here comes the rush
before we touch, come a little closer,” the song is a good introduction
to the duo’s new sound and the
overall sound of the album.
With their new pop-anthem
sound, it is clear that Tegan and
Sara are aiming to reach a new
audience; an audience that enjoys
catchy, poppy tunes. “I’m Not Your
Hero,” a standout tune on the
album, blends arpeggios of electronic bleeps with the hard strumming of a guitar as it accompanies
lines that discuss the troubles
that come with the pressure to be
and Broadway singers, our unique
Chapel continues to provide audiences with high-caliber musicians
and inspirational performances.
Don’t miss hearing the
final Artist Series concert by

someone’s hero.
Die-hard fans will still find
things to like about the album.
Some will most likely enjoy “Love
They Say,” the only song on the
album that features the group’s
signature acoustic guitar strumming. Others may enjoy the ballad-esque rhythm of “How Come
You Don’t Want Me,” with lines
such as “One day soon, I won’t be
the one who waits for you,” dealing with themes of self-doubt.
Even if they left behind their
guitar-laden sounds for pop
anthems, Tegan and Sara still
manage to show the music industry just how versatile they are
while keeping true to their unique
vocal sound of tight harmonizing
and airily sweet voices. Mixing
carefully articulated pop sounds
with new wave as well as techno
compressed beats through the
use of synthesizers, the duo manages to create unbelievably catchy
tunes. While it may take awhile to
get accustomed to the new sound
for the die-hard Tegan and Sara
fans, it is clear that the angsty
lyrics dealing with the highs and
lows of love have not gone anywhere. The music is fun and the
lyrics are still just as intelligent
and poetic as ever.
the critically acclaimed Berlin
Philharmonic Wind Quintet on
Saturday, April 26 in the Chapel!
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Preaching to the Choir
Last Thursday, LUCC’s Committee on Diversity Affairs (CoDA) held a second “Let’s Talk about
Race at Lawrence” forum. Though moderately well attended, the forum barely reached one-third of
the first forum’s 60-person attendance, hinting at a greater problem on campus.

We at The Lawrentian have observed a pattern of student involvement in critical social issues
here at Lawrence: First, a scandal or controversy erupts, spurring the entire campus into critical yet
inefficient debate in person and on social media. Next, a campus-wide discussion or other event is
created and attended en masse. Finally, the issue is soon forgotten by a large part of the Lawrence
population until another controversy rears its ugly head.
It is the collective responsibility of Lawrence’s student body—and each individual—to break
this deeply concerning cycle. Though forums and events like “Let’s Talk about Race” serve as venues
to discuss these complex and controversial issues in a smaller setting, they are preaching to the
choir. Instead of spreading awareness throughout the entire Lawrence community, these forums
tends attract only the most committed and aware individuals. While we commend the efforts of
groups that organize these panels, we must strive for new ways to engage students from all corners
of campus, lest these discussions die out in day-to-day discourse.
Students should step up to voice their opinions if they don’t think an issue has been thoroughly
discussed or considered. Without an active voice, issues can be easily buried under our heavy
course loads and commitments until they re-emerge months later, just as ugly as before.

It is encouraging that many students take a vested interest in conversations about diversity
and inclusion on this campus, but sustained levels of enthusiasm and debate are necessary to make
real progress.

The decline in national pride
Bob Trettin
Staff Writer

________________________

PHOTO
POLL

The idea of nationalism is a
relatively new one, dating back
only to the late 1700s with the
American and French Revolutions
and the ideals that their respective declarative documents presented.
Writers and intellectuals of
the time also perpetuated this
new notion of identifying with
one’s country, for prior to this
time, people generally viewed
themselves in relation to their village or town or by their immediate leaders.
Now, we tend to identify ourselves broadly, beginning with
something as small as the residence hall we belong to at school
and finishing with the country
that we call home.
However, there is a difference between identifying with a
country and actually being proud
of that country. Recently, I have
noticed an unfortunate decline
in national pride for the United
States among my generation.
For this article, I think it is
important to distinguish between
nationalism and patriotism.
English writer George Orwell
determined that nationalism is
the feeling of superiority of one’s
nation over the rest, while patriotism is an attitude of admiration

towards one’s country and way of
life within that country.
Nationalism is the more
aggressive term, used to justify
wars and colonialism under its
powerful influence. I consider
myself a patriot, not a nationalist.
I am of the opinion that patriotism is a commendable quality
to possess, but it has become evident that not everyone believes
this to be true; and, in fact, many
people believe the exact opposite. America has been demonized
and, by extension, so has patriotism for America by, of all people,
Americans.
This is something I have
picked up on from a number of
students in a few of the class
discussions I have had while at
Lawrence, and I think it is a common trend among people my age.
For example, during a discussion about nationalism in a history class, we were asked to raise
our hands if we would sacrifice
our lives for our country. I raised
my hand and was somewhat surprised to see that only three or
four other students also had their
hands up in a class of nearly thirty.
I am not in the military, but I
think that being in the military is
the most admirable career choice
one can make and the most genuine expression of patriotism and
selflessness.
Therefore, when asked to
explain why, we expressed that
it would be a sacrifice for some-

thing bigger than ourselves, and
it would be the honorable thing
to do for the country that has
given us so much. Of course, there
is no requirement that we sacrifice our lives for America—sans
the non-enforced draft—but it is
entirely unnecessary to scoff at
the very idea, which is how the
sentiment was received in that
history course.
Furthermore, in my anthropology course, we were instructed to have a culturally relativistic
approach when studying other
cultures; that is, not to place the
values, beliefs or practices of our
own culture above another. There
was certainly no room for superiority.
Yet to not be superior does
not mean to become inferior.
Every culture was to be valued
on equal terms, but some students saw this as an opportunity
to debase America during discussion, and even casually express a
hatred for it.
I find all this anti-patriotism to be mere ungratefulness.
Though I am not so asinine as to
believe that America is perfect, I
do think that focusing so intently
on its imperfections is narrowminded, because you won’t be
able to see its greatness. Part of
that greatness is having the freedom to dislike or be ashamed of
America, while I have the freedom to defend it and that precious
right of yours.

Photo poll by
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Remember this feeling
Marika Straw
Columnist

_________________________

“...two
bombs...Boston
Marathon...is your family okay?...
are you okay?”
A sinking in my heart. A weariness in my soul. An overwhelming sadness. I feel a welling in my
eyes and a tightness in my jaw. A
bright day immediately becomes
obscured by swollen clouds of
hate.
I go to my laptop to watch
the news, to know what’s going
on, to connect somehow with the
suffering happening not-so-faraway. I get as far as the blasts and
the screams, when my laptop goes
black, but the screams continue.
This chaos of screams coming out
of blackness intuitively makes so
much sense that it takes me a
moment to realize it was just my
laptop shutting down.
I plug it in and hit the power
button, and the screams come
back in short, fragmented bursts,
like the fragmented lives caused
by so many terrorists and wars
already in my time.
9/11, as the victims jump out
of the burning towers. Afghanistan
and Iraq, as women and children
run from bombs dropped in the
name of freedom. Pakistan, as
children digging ditches for water
lines in the coolness of the night
are targeted by drones.
Pune, Maharashtra, India,
as people go about their daily
lives and I prepare for my arrival. Newtown, as twenty children
are gunned down. The Boston
Marathon, as runners run away
from the finish line.
My immediate reaction to
these kinds of events is a deep
sadness. My secondary reaction is
to question them, as if questioning
God: Why? Why does this happen?
Why would anyone do something
like this? How could anyone do
something like this? I am confused; I don’t understand and I
never could.
The terribleness is beyond my
imagining. In my tertiary reaction,
the more logistical question “How
do things like this happen?” spurs
me to a frustrating and seemingly
fruitless urge toward action. What
can I do—what can we do—to
prevent this from ever happening
again? The answer, given the complexity of these kinds of situations,
seems to be: Nothing.

After these kinds of events,
we all watch in despair, seemingly paralyzed with regards to
meaningful action, as reactions
spiral into politicized, meaningless discourses that do no credit
to the immensity of the suffering
at hand. Action of any kind seems
as though it should be good, but
so often it goes in such dark directions. False promises are made
and arguments struck up. Bush
talks of a war against terrorism.
The NRA is spurred into a
mass mobilization. Activists speak
of how this suffering is small compared to the suffering our country
and people are inflicting on others. This all feels wrong to those
who are still feeling the suffering,
as if these politicized discourses
demean and degrade their suffering, twisting it into something that
is not theirs, but is only a word
used as a political tool.
I could go on and on about
how the politicized discourses
which spring up in reaction to
terrorism, leading to such horrors
as racial profiling, human rights
violations and Guantanamo, are
not answers but atrocities.
But in doing so I would only
be adding to these discourses,
which are not only grossly insensitive to those who are still suffering, but also unlikely to be
effective, as neither side of the
argument is likely to add anything
original that might change anyone’s mind. Instead, I propose a
more humane, and potentially
more effective, answer.
Every time a terrible event
like this happens in our country,
we experience a fleeting sensation
of pain amidst the normal, desensitized state of our hearts. For just
a small window of time, before the
rhetoric starts back up again, we
empathize with people we see as
being like us, feel their suffering,
and may even suffer ourselves.
We usually, for understandable reasons, close our hearts
again--and quickly--because it is
just too painful to allow ourselves
to be vulnerable to all of the suffering in the world.
But in doing so, we allow each
event to be just one more in a long
line of events that desensitizes us
to human suffering, allowing us to
look away when we see dead bodies on television, to turn off the
radio when we hear bad news, and
to simply shake our heads and go

See page 12

“Do or do not. There is no
try.”
-Sam Clary

“What is your
personal
motto?”
“Be happy.”
-Melissa Zheng

“You won’t die.”
-Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez
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Butts on campus
Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

_________________________

That enticed your eyes, did it
not? Eyes do sometimes wander
to the oddest of sights. Sometimes
they fixate on the littlest, out-ofplace things, whether we like it
or not. For me, these include the
variable collection of cigarette
butts in front of Warch Campus
Center.
Although the size of this
downtrodden community fluctuates, one can always expect to see
a dozen or so, nestled within the
concrete, woodchips and lingering snow.
There are even more explicit
examples of cigarette butt accumulation, in less-frequented spots
on
campus
such as
the Plantz Hall
dumpsters.
These butts
a b s o l u te ly
fascinate
me. When

I pass by, I cannot
help but gaze and wonder at these butts. And,
if you will kindly read
on, I will explain to you
my thoughts on these butts.
Carefully examine each of
my conclusions, and please
butt in if you find me to be a
cheeky ass.
Having rid myself of shameless butt-jokes, I will begin with
some customary rebuking. My
gripe has less to do with our
peers’ disregard for the LUCC’s
Smoking Ban, and more to do with
their disregard for Earth, Mother
Nature, Greenfire’s raison d’être,
etc.
However you refer to it, you
must have some concern for how
we treat it, or at least in this case,
some pride in the appearance of
our campus.
I am sure we can challenge
ourselves to care a little more for
the environment. Really, indulge
in our pricey liberal arts education and idealize once in while!
What really intrigues me,
though, is the complication this
surely causes for the WCC staff.
The obvious solution would be to

install a butt-friendly litter receptacle just outside the doors.
This would significantly
reduce unsightly waste, encourage
responsible smoking and relieve
the WCC custodial staff and student employees of a tedious chore.
As common sense as this
may seem, it is not an option.
The LUCC’s Smoking Ban forbids
smoking on campus, including the
area around the WCC. For the WCC
staff to install a butt-friendly litter
receptacle would effectively give
students permission to violate the
Smoking Ban.
Nevertheless, the benefits
of such a receptacle would outweigh the drawbacks, including
its implied nullification of the
Smoking Ban.
There are some who may protest at the idea of WCC allowing
smoking near its doors. They will
balk at the second-hand smoke, or
complain of the smell.
If the receptacle is properly
placed, students will easily avoid
unwanted smoke.
And if students
complain of the
smell, they
s h o u l d
keep
in
mind that,
in such close
proximity to
the
Quad,
Sage
Hall
and a paper
factory,
there
could
b
e
Illustrations by Cori Lin
worse
things to
smell.They should also keep in
mind the current situation outside of WCC. Despite the Smoking
Ban, students continue to smoke
outside of the doors. Without the
proper litter receptacle, their cigarette butts end up on the ground.
And eventually, a WCC or student employee will have to pick it
up. With the proper litter receptacle, more problems would be
solved than created.
However, if it seems like I am
directly appealing to the WCC to
disregard LUCC legislation, I have
not been clear. I, among many students, would most like to see our
LUCC representatives evaluate the
effects of their Smoking Ban, and
consider actions that are responsible to both the environment and
university employees.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Earth Week speaker Winona LaDuke has said that ‘activist’ is just another way to say “responsible human being.” According to our mission statement, “Lawrence prepares students for lives of
. . . responsible and meaningful citizenship.” Regardless of whether we identify with the term and
the narratives it implies, in this sense Lawrentians are activists, and our education constitutes
training to be more effective in that pursuit.
This is especially true in the Environmental Studies department. Our academic discipline
arose to legitimize the environmental movement. Most students are drawn to the program today
because they hope to halt the attack on their planet. Activists can embrace an enormous array of
technical skills, but the intellectual skills needed for activism encourage students to develop an
academically based core set of values.
There are deep pitfalls in failing to develop worldviews based on academic thought. Students
often fail to perceive their own agency as political actors beyond personal consumption choices,
like becoming a vegetarian to end factory farming or biking to combat climate change. Other pitfalls appear from radical work –- ELF activists burning ski lodges and SUVs or street protestors
protesting fossil fuel subsidies –- that is simply wasted effort because of a flawed strategy. We have
yet to create a set of graduates able to work strategically to actually solve large-scale environmental issues.
In Environmental Studies coursework at Lawrence University, the root causes of global environmental crisis’ are rarely analyzed. Greenfire and other student groups are forums to enact student ideas, and the exigencies of getting something done prevent them from taking up the onerous
task of filling this gap by thoroughly educating their own members.
Where did this gap come from? In my observation, professors are hesitant to delve into issues
perceived as political and ideological. Students identify strongly with their ideology and worldview, so it is difficult to critique student ideas without provoking defensiveness and drawing in
partisan politics.
I’m not arguing that professors should try to teach students one way of thinking or another,
but instead that they should teach students to treat their ideas with humility and curiosity and give
them the tools to curate their worldview using scientific and academic insights.
This is why I brought Lierre Keith to campus. Her ideas are radical in both senses: They seek
to grab the problem from its roots and they are extreme. She believes violent sabotage of the
industrial economy is the only realistic way to save the planet -– that is, that it is the only realistic
way for ENST students and faculty to accomplish their goal.
While Lierre’s mindset may be an illustration of the pitfalls of runaway ideological thinking
without disciplined review, her ideas contain elements of beautiful compassion and a strong sense
of historical context. More importantly, her points reframe the debate in extremely urgent ways,
eliminating the sacred cow of “saving” industrial civilization and asking us to judge actions by their
consequences for the planet. I hope her presence catalyzes discussion of analysis and real efficacy
in the environmental movement.
See Lierre Keith speak SundayApril 21 at 1 p.m. in Steitz 102.
Winona LaDuke will be speaking Tuesday, April 23 at 7 p.m. in Youngchild 121.
-Adam Kranz ‘13

The freedom of religous doctrine
Christian Stillings
Columwnist

________________________

G. K. Chesterton would have
loved Mumford & Sons. If I could
only provide one reason for
believing that, I’d go with these
lyrics from the song “I Will Wait”:
“so tame my flesh and fix my
eyes/a tethered mind, freed from
the lies.” If you’re not familiar with
Chesterton or Mumford & Sons, I
highly recommend that you look
into them.
Chesterton loved the idea of
being tethered to truth; I think
this love was one of the reasons
that he happily embraced the
Christian faith, which he called
“a truth-telling thing” in his book,
Orthodoxy.
He would go on to enter the
Catholic Church, which he called
“the trysting-place of all the truths
in the world” in his essay, “Why I
Am a Catholic.” I, like Chesterton,
love the idea of being bound to

“The inner machinations of
my mind are an enigma.”
-CJ Revis

“Do nothing without deliberation. But once you have
acted, do not regret it.”
-Aubrey Lawlor

truth by a tether.
It’s not very popular, in my
experience, to advocate for tethering oneself in certain areas of
belief, especially not on many a
modern college campus. To do so
is to refuse the alternatives, to
declare something absolutely true
is to declare the alternatives absolutely false.
I’ve listened to secular
friends tell me about “what’s true
for them,” and while I think there’s
value in hearing out other perspectives, I can’t help but think
that this idea of “personal truth”
or “individual truth” is silly, as it’s
usually inconsistent.
Sure, some questioning of
our perception of reality is a long
tradition in Western philosophy,
but I don’t think that epistemology is what’s really on the table
here. It’s usually more a matter
of what beliefs are convenient to
tether oneself to.
Few people would have a
problem with me expressing a
firm belief in the existence of trees
on the Main Hall green; but if I

“Work hard. Be humble.”
-Luis Saldana

“It can’t rain all the time.”
-Devin Ditto

were to express the same certainty about the moral implications
of certain actions, I can imagine
getting a very different reaction.
It’s my observation, in a general sense, that many a modern,
mostly-secular college student
isn’t a big fan of what would be
called “doctrine.” The word usually carries traces of religion, often
Christianity.
Institutional Christianity, on
the whole, still advocates against
certain actions that many college
students, myself included, are
inclined toward, and the Catholic
Church is especially tenacious
with its teachings on certain
issues.
It’s frustrating to be advised
against doing something that one
finds desirable, and a popular sentiment holds that we should dismiss “doctrine” as old-fashioned
and give thanks for our collective
“freedom” from that sort of thing.
The trouble with this is that

See page 12

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

LISTINGS

12

19 April 2013

THE LAWRENTIAN

Doctrine

continued from page 11
nobody really escapes having doctrine, which we’ll define now as
“principles according to which
one believes and lives.” Do your
beliefs and life line up with certain principles?
If so (and I suspect that they
do), you have doctrine. A man
or woman might try to say, “I
reject doctrine and make my own
choices,” but when you look at “his
own choices,” you’ll notice that
they probably look an awful lot
like doctrine.
For example, someone might
say, “I don’t care about the old
standards; I’m going to have sex
with whomever I want to.” If living chastely is following a rule,
though, isn’t living promiscuously
just following a different rule?
It’s true that a person could

Remember
continued from page 10

on with our own lives.
But what would happen if we
were able to keep our hearts open,
if we saw these events as opportunities to resensitize ourselves to
human suffering? What if, instead
of shutting out the suffering we

Rik’s Cafe

continued from page 9
passing sound. Next came bassist
and composer Keeshin’s feature
on “Stompin’ at the Savoy,” giving
him a chance to show his melodic

be inconstant about his or her
principles: He or she might live
chastely one month and unchastely the next. However, changing
between principles over time
doesn’t change the fact that, at any
given time, he or she has a certain
principle for sexual living.
My point, getting back to
Mumford & Sons, is that every
person is tethered to doctrine of
some sort or another. Honestly,
there’s no way to do anything
without being incidentally tethered to some kind of doctrine.
Even the famously random game
Calvinball, from the comic strip
“Calvin and Hobbes”, follows the
doctrine of never playing the
same way twice.
A person can say that he or
she wants “freedom from doctrine,” but what he or she really
(unintentionally) means is that
he or she wants a greater variety
of doctrines to which he or she

felt, we allowed ourselves to experience it, to work through it, and
when it faded away, to remember
it?
If, in the face of national
tragedies, we wish that there was
something we could do, maybe
that something is simply this:
To remember this feeling of suffering, and to use it to prevent
more suffering. By remembering

side as he lead from the back of
the band.
Drummer Patrick Marschke
concluded the concert with his
burning version of “The Way You
Look Tonight,” creating constant
dialogue with the band with short
solos and rhythmic hits. All in all

might tether himself or herself.
As of recently, I’m Catholic,
so the principles which I believe
and by which live are pretty
clearly laid out. I became Catholic
because I came to believe that the
teachings of the Catholic Church
are true, and I decided to tether
myself to them.
To conclude, I’d like to pose
a question to you, dear readers:
To what doctrines do you tether
yourselves, and why?
Writer’s note: Each week, this
feature will focus on a topic from
the perspective of someone in a
particular spiritual belief tradition,
whether definitely theistic (belief
in God/gods/etcetera), maybe
theistic (possible but unnecessary
belief in God or gods), or decidedly secular. If you’re interested
in contributing, contact Christian
Stillings or he Lawrentian.

this feeling of suffering, we can
empathize more often, with more
people, in more places around the
world. This process of empathizing would then catalyze our reactions to terrible events, spurring
us to action to prevent the suffering that we can prevent.
Right now, we are at a time
when we can empathize with others. Remember this feeling.

it was a concert by students, for
students. Join LUJE and Instructor
of Jazz and Improvisational Music
José Encarnacion for a night of
Latin mambos, rumbas and salsa
on Friday, May 31 in the Chapel
for their final concert of the
school year!
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Events Calendar
Saturday Apr. 20

Sunday Apr. 21

12:30pm: Informal
Lunch with Ed Gulick,
Green Architect (Perille
Dining Room)

All Day: Women and
Identity in Gaming
Symposium (Wriston
Auditorium)

1pm: Greenfire Earth
Day: Lierre Keith
“Stopping Civilization’s
Violence to the Earth”
(Steitz 102)

9pm: WLFM presents 9pm: Optimistic
“cool rocker chick”
Feral Children (The
Marnie Stern (Esch)
Underground)

Variety

with Inanna Craig-Morse

Friday Apr. 19

6pm: GlobeMed Video 6:30pm: LI Cabaret
Game Tournament
2013: Uncover
(Gym)
Secrets of the World
(Stansbury)
8pm: LSO and
Lawrence Choirs
8pm: Wind Ensemble
Concert: War Requiem and Symphonic Band
(Chapel)
Concert (Chapel)

Features

Monday Apr. 22

2pm: Skin Whitening
Panel (Cinema)
3pm: LI Cabaret 2013:
Uncover Secrets of
7:30pm:
the World (Stansbury) Archaeological
Institute of America
8pm: New Music at
Lecture
Lawrence: Big Spinoff
(Harper Hall)

Tuesday Apr. 23

Wednesday Apr. 24

5pm: Sharon Tennison
“The Power of
Impossible Ideas”
(Cinema)
4:30pm: Student
Organization
7pm: Greenfire Earth Transition Workshop
Day: Winona Laduke (Kraemer Room)
“Moving Forward in
the Environmental
Movement”
(Youngchild 121)
8pm: Musical
Mind Forum:
Entrepreneurial
Pathways in the Arts
(Shattuck 156)

Thursday Apr. 25
11:10am: Voice
Department Area
Recital (Hurvis)

6pm: CPR/AED certification training--$19
per student (Memorial
Hall 117)

